Clovis High School

Ceramic Syllabus 
Mr. Fielding 

Course Description and Objectives
 
 This ceramics class is designed to foster students learning of the fundamental skills and techniques for creating in clay, learn the importance of craftsmanship, and gain an understanding of artistic perception, creative expression, aesthetic value, historical and cultural art awareness and how art connects us with our world.  Along with developing these artistic skills through student art projects, students will develop oral and written language skills, problem solving, and cooperative abilities.
 Different ceramic techniques will be covered over the course of the year. These techniques will include hand building such as slab, coil, and pinch work.  The class will then be introduced to wheel throwing.  Elements of art and principles of design will be covered early so students have a better understanding of terms and technical aspects of the visual arts.  Assignments will vary, we will start with some drawing to better understand the elements and principles of art, and then we will quickly move into clay.   Assignments will be posed to students as a problem with certain criteria to fill.  Students should embrace these problems, as they will be an opportunity to show student creativity.  A few of the projects will be accompanied by a writing assignment.  These will be no longer than one page and will be explained to students at the beginning of the project.

Assignments 

Below is a list of projects that will be assigned.  The list may change at the discretion of the instructor.  Some projects will be accompanied by a supplemental video to enhance student understanding.  All videos have an ED (educational approved) rating.

Semester 1

1. Elements of Art Principles of Design (drawing projects)

2. Pinch pot project

3. Stamp project

4. Slab building project

5. Coil building project

6. Wheel throwing (assorted projects; cylinder, vase, bowls. Etc.)
7. Open studio (students choice)

Semester2

8. Sculpture project

9. Funky tea pot 

10. Mask project

11. Rain ball

12. Rain stick

13. Wheel test ( 10 inch cylinder )
Along with the above assignments, students will keep an art journal to be used periodically at the beginning of each class. The binder will be turned in once each semester and will be worth the amount of one assignment per grading period. It is suggested that students bring to class daily a binder to be used for their notes and journals.  If a binder is unattainable, one will be loaned to the students. Topics will be on the board weekly.  
Classroom Rules and Policies
I. Tardy 


The Clovis High Tardy policy will be strictly enforced.  You will be expected to be in class and ready to work when the bell rings.  A tardy will only be excused if you come in with a note at the time of your tardy.

II. Attendance


It is extremely important to be in this class on a daily basis because of demonstrations and time frames for work to be completed during class.  If a demonstration is missed, it is the student’s responsibility to let the instructor know.  Do not assume the teacher will give you a personal demonstration.

III. Classroom rules

1. Come to class on time, be prepared to work with the necessary materials, tools, and equipment and work productively in class.

2. Do not disrupt other students in class.

3. Treat other students and their material with respect.

4. Maintain school equipment and use materials wisely.

5. Clean up your work area and put all tools and supplies away in their designated areas.

6. Wearing hats in classroom is not allowed.  Please remove hats and place them on the coat rack or table in front of room.  Clovis High dress code strictly enforced.

7. Throwing clay is not allowed.  

8. Cheating/plagiarism refer to Clovis High student handbook 

IV. Performance requirement(s)


See attached page

V. Fabrication Fee Donatation.

This is a lab based production art class; you make and take home your projects.  The School budget will not support all our material needs. CHS ceramics is asking for your support in our program activities by donating to the class. (see attached page)  

VI. Take care of your projects.

I have more students than room for each project.  It is the student’s responsibility

to take care of their projects.  Don’t expect the instructor to know where you put your project.  This is a project based course; your grade is determined by your work, take care of it!  Finish projects in a timely manner and take them home.  Do not store your projects in the studio, over time I will have them thrown out. 
LEARNING IS NOT A PASSIVE PROCESS

You will get out of this class exactly what

 you are willing to mentally and emotionally

 put into this class.

